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Waste Watchers:   
DMV Employees Issue Fake IDs 
 
There is no such thing as a quick 
trip to the DMV, a place that has 
become notorious for long lines.  
However, as many law abiding 
citizens wait in line, some illegal 
immigrants are finding that for just 
$4,500 they can skip right to the 
front and get issued a state drivers 
license or id card.  All this with the 
help of brokers who direct them to 
specific windows where a bribed 
DMV employee is waiting to 
process them.   
 
According to the San Francisco Chronicle (August 5, 2005), “Four employees of the 
state Department of Motor Vehicles office in Oakland have been charged in a
scheme in which they accepted cash bribes in exchange for processing documents 
for illegal immigrants.”   
 
The charges “are the result of a 20-month investigation in which agents secretly
followed employees, dug through one suspect’s trash and spied on the busy
Oakland DMV office.”  The officers were able to gather enough evidence to charge
three of the employees with “conspiracy to commit fraud for allegedly accepting
individual bribes of up to $4,500.”  The fourth individual was arrested for allegedly
serving as a broker for the illegal operation.  All in all, the scheme “resulted in the 
issuance of more than 200 fraudulent licenses and ID card.”    
   
During the undercover investigation, an FBI agent posing as a client “intentionally 
marked the wrong answer on the ‘overwhelming majority’ of the questions on the
written test,” but was still issued a drivers license.  He must have got an “A” for
effort.   
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In many other cases, licenses were “issued to clients who had not taken either a
written or driving examination.”  Although many of the driving basics can be
learned simply by playing the red light green light game, it isn’t comforting to
know that in some cases this is all the drivers education experience required to 
receive a license—well, that and $4,500 dollars. 
 
This case is appalling and I am glad that the FBI was alerted to such a scheme and 
that these individuals will be prosecuted.  I encourage all state employees to
report any wrongdoing to proper authorities.  
 
There is a reason people who have entered this country illegally should not be
given drivers’ licenses, it encourages more and more people to ignore our laws and 
it threatens our national security.  I have consistently voted against allowing illegal
immigrants drivers’ licenses and will continue to advocate strict enforcement of our 
immigration laws.  
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OFFICES 

  
Capitol   Antelope Valley    

State Capitol, Room 4066  848 W. Lancaster Blvd, Ste 101  
Sacramento, CA 95814  Lancaster, CA 93534 
Phone: 916-651-4017  Phone: 661-729-6232 
Fax: 916-445-4662   Fax: 661-729-1683  
    

Victorville   Santa Clarita – San Fernando 
Valley – Ventura County   

Victorville City Hall   Santa Clarita City Hall  
14343 Civic Drive, First Floor  23920 Valencia Blvd., Suite 250   
Victorville, CA 92392  Santa Clarita, CA 91355  
Phone: 760-843-8414 
Fax: 760-843-8348 

 Phone: 661-286-1471 Santa 
Clarita Valley 
Phone: 661-286-1472 San 
Fernando Valley & Ventura County 
Fax: 661-286-2543        

   
   

http://republican.sen.ca.gov/web/17/
http://republican.sen.ca.gov/web/17/


 


